
 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

DATE: July 28, 2016  

 

TO:  City Council 

 

FROM: John Pietig, City Manager 

 

SUBJECT: WEEKLY UPDATES           

 

$500,000 California River Parkways Grant - The City is happy to announce that the DeWitt Property Habitat 

Restoration Project has been awarded a $500,000 grant from the California Natural Resources Agency in 

accordance with the California River Parkways Act of 2004.  Preparing the grant application was a collaborative 

effort between the City of Laguna Beach, Laguna Canyon Foundation, and Laguna Greenbelt Inc.  Laguna 

Canyon Creek is one of two remaining soft-bottomed creeks in the region.  The project will include removal of 

invasive species, creek area repair and planting native plant and tree species.  The project will also include 

interpretive trail signs to educate visitors on the riparian habitat along the creek.  A nature trail connecting the 

creek to a wildflower meadow and a formalized connection to access Aliso and Wood Canyons Wilderness Park 

is also planned.  The grant, combined with $125,000 from the City, and $5,000 in private donations, will make 

for a comprehensive restoration effort of the DeWitt property. 

Anita – Seaview Storm Drain Improvements - Work has begun on construction of the storm drain along Anita 

Street, Avalon Avenue, and Seaview Street, between Catalina Street and Temple Terrace.  Portions of streets will 

be closed and restricted to local access only during the working hours of 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m., Monday through 

Friday.  Detours will be provided and minor traffic impacts can be anticipated.  After Labor Day, the second phase 

of the project will continue construction of the storm drain along Anita Street between Catalina Street and Gaviota 

Drive.  The project is scheduled to be completed by the end of November.  For questions, please contact Tom 

Sandefur at (949) 497-0792. 

Emergency Access Improvement Program Community Presentation - The City will hold a community 

presentation on a proposed Emergency Access Improvement Program designed for the streets off of Alta Vista 

Way, commonly called the alphabet streets.  The presentation will be held on Saturday, August 13, 2016, at 10:00 

a.m. at the Susi Q Community Center at 380 Third Street.  The focus of the presentation will identify the need for 

improved access for emergency vehicles and will identified areas where new parking restrictions could be 

imposed.  The public is invited to attend.   

Laguna Beach County Water District Pipe Replacement Projects - Laguna Beach County Water District 

(LBCWD) will be conducting a pipe replacement project of existing waterlines in various locations: Osgood 

Court, Ruby Street, and Nido Way.  The project includes the replacement of both the water main pipe lines, and 

private service laterals.  The project began on July 25, 2016, and is expected to be completed in September.  Any 

questions can be directed to David Youngblood at LBCWD at (949) 494-1041. 

Firefighters on the Move - Fire Captain Patrick Brennan will retire from the Fire Department on August 1, 

2016.  Patrick began working for the City in 1987 and was promoted to Fire Captain in 2005.  During his career 

Patrick responded to many of the major incidents, not just in the City, but also throughout the State of 

California.  Patrick worked for several other fire agencies before his employment with the City and will retire 

with over 40 years of service to the community.  We wish him well in his retirement.  In addition, the Department 

will be promoting Firefighter Pat Cary to the position of Fire Engineer effective August 15, 2016.  Pat is a 
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Paramedic and has served the City since being hired in 2011.  Pat’s new assignment will be on Engine 4 serving 

South Laguna.  Congratulations Pat! 

REMINDERS: 

Summer Breeze Bus Service - The City of Laguna Beach in partnership with the Orange County Transportation 

Authority is offering a new FREE bus service from a peripheral parking lot at the corner of Limestone and Laguna 

Canyon Rd, near the SR133/I-405 interchange in Irvine to Laguna Beach summer destinations.  The “Summer 

Breeze Bus Service” runs every Saturday and Sunday, thru August 28, 2016 from 11 a.m. to midnight.  The 

service is offered every 30 minutes and runs along Laguna Canyon Road stopping at the Sawdust Art Festival, 

Laguna Art-A-Fair, Festival of the Arts, Pageant of the Masters, the Laguna Playhouse and the Laguna Beach 

Bus Station where riders can also connect with the free Laguna Beach Trolley.  For more information visit 

www.lagunabeachcity.net. 

 

Laguna Beach Neighborhood Trolley Hours - The Neighborhood Trolley Program continues to operate its 

expanded hours on Friday - Sunday.  The Top of The World, Bluebird Canyon, and Arch Beach Heights 

neighborhood trolleys is operating Monday – Thursday from 6:30 a.m. – 6:30 p.m., Friday from 6:30 a.m. – 

midnight, Saturday from 9:00 a.m. – midnight, and Sunday from 9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.  Mainline service is 

continuing as normal in North Laguna and South Laguna. The Neighborhood Program operates on a 30 minute 

frequency with fixed stops, as well as offering a flag down service anywhere along the route.  For real-time trolley 

scheduling information the Neighborhood Trolleys are now viewable on the Trolley Tracker via the Visit Laguna 

Beach app.  For more information regarding the Neighborhood Trolley Pilot Program or to view the schedules 

please visit www.lagunabeachcity.net/trolley or call 949-497-0746. 
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