
MEMORANDUM 
 
 

DATE: September 18, 2009 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: Kenneth Frank, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: FRIDAY UPDATES  
 
Retired Palettes – Since the last report in April 2009, regarding the de-accession of damaged palettes, four 
palettes have been or are in the process of being returned to family members of artists.  To date, 20 palettes 
have been returned to the artists or their families, an additional 7 have responded that their palettes can be 
destroyed or sold and 1 artist has requested their palette be destroyed. The remaining 58 palettes will be 
wrapped in plastic and stored in a secure area of the Corporation Yard. Continued efforts will be made to seek 
out artists and family members of the retired artists. 
 
2009 Palette Competition –The Arts Commission is currently accepting designs for the 2009 Palette 
Competition. The competition is open to Laguna Beach residents, 18 years and older. The deadline to submit a 
design is Friday October 2, 2009. The honorarium for selected winning designs is $500. Application forms are 
available on the City’s web-site www.lagunabeachcity.net.  
 
Nyes Place Sidewalk Construction – Sidewalk construction on the 300 block of Nyes Place will begin next 
week.  This new stretch of sidewalk will fill a gap and create a continuous sidewalk on the south side of Nyes 
Place uphill from Highland Way.  It will take three weeks to complete the construction. 
 
Coast Highway Resurfacing to Begin – Caltrans intends on beginning the Coast Highway resurfacing project 
next Monday. The work will be done from Aster Street to the south city limits. Most work will be done during 
the night from 10:00 P.M. until 5:00 A.M. The contractor has not yet provided us with a schedule indicating 
where they would begin and end.  The Caltrans number for this project is 724-2031. 
 
More Waste Management CNG Trucks – Waste Management currently operates 10 solid waste collection 
trucks within the city. When the contract with Waste Management was renewed two years ago, they committed 
to replacing their diesel trucks with alternative fuel trucks over a period of time as the older trucks are retired. 
So far, five trucks have been replaced with CNG (compressed natural gas) trucks. Next week, three more trucks 
will be replaced leaving only two diesel trucks.  
 
Thurston Trailer Park Addition – A new manufactured home is being installed this week at the Thurston 
Trailer Park.  This is the 27th mobile home that is allowed in the park per the Thurston Park Ordinance 
(Municipal Code Chapter 25.39) and the Sarah Thurston Park Specific Plan.  The home is located at the corner 
of Laguna Canyon Frontage Road and Woodland Drive.  The California Department of Housing and 
Community Development is in charge of its installation. 
 
New Project Submittal in the Laguna Canyon – This week a project was submitted for the former Berkeley 
Telonics complex at the big bend in Laguna Canyon.  The applications include a commercial condominium map 
for eleven units; an indirect access variance; two CUP’s for the relocation of the Culinary Arts cooking school 
and a new pastry school; design review for a redesigned parking lot; and the related Coastal Development 
Permits.  There may also be another application package submitted in the near future for another project 
involving artists’ live/work units on the adjacent parcel. 


