
MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 

 
DATE: October 2, 2009 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: Kenneth Frank, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: FRIDAY UPDATES  
 
 
Laguna Canyon Road Work – The County has completed the removal of the excess dirt that the 
Caltrans contractor had left in the Canyon.  There is a final inspection still pending, but all or virtually 
all of the work is completed.  Currently Caltrans is in the process of landscaping portions of the right-of-
way.  The next project, which is the widening of Laguna Canyon Road from El Toro to the Toll Road, is 
in the design stages.  Construction is expected to start after Labor Day in 2010. 
 
Final State Payment – The State has finally paid $75,000 which was owed on a grant to help pay for 
construction of the Senior Center.  This money had been held up for about six months because of the 
State’s financial crisis.  It looks like the State is starting to get back to some semblance of normality. 
 
Parking Revenue – Parking revenue for fiscal year 2008-09 was just a fraction higher than the revenue 
received in the previous year.  Usage appears to be about the same.  The only difference is that the rates 
on Cliff Drive were raised when the credit card meters were installed.  The good news is that July and 
August of this past summer were more than 10% higher than the previous summer.  While that is good 
news, it could be a little misleading because the weather plays an important part as does the number of 
weekend days in each month.  In any case, people are still coming to Laguna Beach.   
 
Thalia Street Beach Access Mural -- On Monday, September 28, the Arts Commission considered 
applications to paint a mural at the beach access at Thalia Street on City-owned property. Two separate 
applications and designs for the same location were reviewed. Both applications, one submitted  by the 
Kalos Kagathos Foundation on behalf of Jeff Lavinsky and  another by artist John Chaney, failed for 
lack of a motion. 
 
Nyes Place Sidewalk Improvements - Installation of the new sidewalk along Nyes Place has been 
completed.  There is now a continuous sidewalk on Nyes Place uphill from Highland Way. 

 
Third Street Retaining Wall Replacement – Construction will begin next week to replace the wood 
retaining wall on the downhill side of the Third Street hill.  To accommodate the work, the downhill lane 
of Third Street will be closed from 8:45 am to 4:45 pm on weekdays.  Construction is scheduled to be 
completed by the end of November. Traffic impacts during peak times will be monitored to identify any 
traffic control measures that might need to be implemented.  
 
Annual Tree Trimming - City maintained trees on Coast Highway, Laguna Canyon Road and various 
other locations within the city are scheduled to be pruned this year. Tree trimming will take place over 
the next several weeks and all City maintained palm trees will be trimmed. 
 



Heisler Park Grass Renovation - The grass at Heisler Park will be renovated over the next month. This 
a routine maintenance program that includes aerating, over seeding, and adding of a top dressing with 
sand mix to help fill in the bare areas.  
 


