
MEMORANDUM 
 
 

DATE: September 11, 2009 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: Kenneth Frank, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: FRIDAY UPDATES  
 
 
Loudspeaker Litigation – The plaintiff in the Klein case have filed an appeal with the Ninth Circuit 
Court.  They are contesting the District Court’s denial of their preliminary injunction motion.  This case 
involves a group that wishes to use microphones in front of the High School in violation of the City’s 
Noise Ordinance.   
 
Mozambique Restaurant – At this week’s Planning Commission meeting there was discussion about a 
request to amend the Conditional Use Permit to extend hours. At the same time, nearby residents have 
complained that the restaurant is currently not abiding by its existing conditions. Therefore, at the 
meeting of October 15, the Planning Commission will hear the restaurant’s request for additional hours 
and the neighbors’ request to revoke or modify the CUP because of possible failure to meet existing 
conditions.  
 
More Parking Permits Sold – Fortunately we were incorrect that parking sticker sales were down 20%. 
There was revenue that had been deferred that should have been counted. Actual sales were down only 
5%, which is almost insignificant.   
 
Top of the World Interpretative Signs – The interpretative signs on the knoll at the end of Top of the 
World have been replaced. This is about the third time we have replaced them after vandalism. We 
purchased one more spare set for the future. 
 
Water Commission Meeting – Fire Chief Mike Macey attended the recent Water Commission meeting 
to address the increased cost of upsizing a water meter strictly for the demands of a residential fire 
sprinkler system.  This is a problem with both the Laguna Beach Water District and the South Coast 
Water District.  When residents are required by the City to have fire sprinklers, which require an upsize 
in the meter, that upsize is accompanied by significantly increased costs for the homeowner. The Water 
Commission indicated they would discuss the item at a future agenda. 
 
Waste Diversion Grant Approved – The City of Laguna Beach recently joined in a regional grant 
application to Orange County for solid waste recycling. The City joined in the $400,000 grant 
application with the cities of Mission Viejo and Irvine and the unincorporated County areas of Las 
Flores and Ladera Ranch, all of which are serviced by Waste Management of Orange County. The 
County Board of Supervisors approved the grant which will provide for an on-site recycling of food 
waste from businesses that produce significant amounts of food waste and that have the room for an on-
site dehydration system. A small demonstration unit was installed at the Montage on a trial basis. City 
staff and Waste Management staff will work with businesses to identify other opportunities for such 
units. The dehydrated food waste will be used as fertilizer. 
 



Bluebird SOCWA Lift Station Reconstruction – Work around the exterior of the station includes the 
installation of new sidewalks and guardrail on Glenneyre, paving over Galen Drive, and completion of 
the loading dock.  Final paving of Glenneyre will occur in the next few weeks.  Inside the station, the 
work completed includes replacement of the primary electrical system and ten valves critical to daily 
operations. The wet well has been cleaned, and a subsequent structural evaluation determined that the 
wet well has sustained extensive corrosion damage.  Therefore, the work has been expanded to include 
significant structural repairs.  The lift station is forecast to go back on-line by late October. 


