
MEMORANDUM 
 

 
 
DATE: October 16, 2009 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: Kenneth Frank, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: FRIDAY UPDATES  
 
 
Heisler Park Tale Writing Competition -- The Arts Commission is currently accepting entries for the 
Heisler Park Writing Competition. The deadline for submissions is Friday, January 15, 2010. The 
competition description and requirements is available at www.lagunabeachcity.net. The artist 
honorariums are first place $2,000, second place $750, and third place $250. This program has been 
funded by local resident Mark Porterfield. 
 
2009 Children’s Holiday Palette Exhibition -- The Arts Commission is currently accepting entries for 
the 2009 Children’s Holiday Palette Exhibition. The competition is open to students ages 5 to 17 who 
attend school or art programs in Laguna Beach. Selected designs will be mounted on wooden palettes 
and displayed at City Hall during the month of December. Deadline for submissions is Friday, 
November 20, 2009 and the palette template is available on the City’s website.  
 
Alternative Sleeping Location Update – This week a lease was signed to have a 2,880 square feet 
modular unit delivered to the ACT V site the week of November 2 with the intent of having it ready for 
use during the week of November 9.  Discussions are ongoing with a collaborative of Mercy House, 
Friendship Shelter and the Resource Center to operate the facility.  A recommendation regarding an 
operating contract will be presented to the City Council at its November 3 meeting. 
 
Ashtrays in Front of Bars/Restaurants – The City currently has 110 City-serviced ashtrays or ash 
receptacles on City streets, parks, beach approaches, bus stops and parking facilities.  Several of them 
are in front of popular bars and clubs.  It is also the responsibility of property owners to keep the 
sidewalks free of litter.  Our staff visited most of the restaurants and bars in town and many of the 
establishments provide their own ashtray and service them.  Also some of the establishments sweep their 
sidewalks.  We will be contacting those restaurants and bars which do not have ash urns or sweep their 
sidewalk to ensure that they follow the Municipal Code which requires them to keep their sidewalks free 
of litter. 
 
Mozambique – On Wednesday night, the Planning Commission considered two aspects of the 
Mozambique Conditional Use Permit.  First, the Commission denied on a 5-0 vote a request from the 
restaurant to extend its operating hours.  Second, responding to complaints that the restaurant was not 
adhering to the terms of the Conditional Use Permit, the Planning Commission asked the staff to 
conduct monthly, unannounced inspections to ensure that permit conditions are being met.  About 100 
people turned out for the hearing.  It appears that restaurant supporters probably outnumbered the people 
with concerns about the operation. 
 
 
 



 
 
Public Works Awards – The American Public Works Association has given awards to two Laguna 
Beach projects: the Shaw’s Cove Sewage Lift Station Rehab and the Laguna Beach Community and 
Senior Center.  These awards recognize the high quality of projects which are being completed by the 
City. 
 
Rim Rock Undergrounding – Construction is finally starting on the undergrounding of utilities in Rim 
Rock Canyon Road.  There are still some legal issues that need to be resolved for easements, but we 
have enough authority to start the project. 
 
Paving of Laguna Canyon Road – In 2011, Caltrans plans to repave Laguna Canyon Road from 
downtown to the Toll Road.   
 
Paving of Coast Highway – Caltrans lost some time because of the weather, but the major repaving 
effort should be done next week.  There will be clean up work such as striping and raising manholes that 
will continue beyond that date. 

 
 


