
MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: October 23, 2009 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: Kenneth Frank, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: FRIDAY UPDATES  
 
 
North Laguna Power Outage – Sunday evening, electrical power was lost from Heisler Park to Irvine Cove.  
The new emergency generator serving both Fisherman’s Cove and Shaw’s Cove performed perfectly.  The 
newly installed portable generator connection at Irvine Cove also worked well as it enabled our staff to hook up 
a temporary generator in a very short period of time.  As a result, there were no spills. 
 
Fire Training – Battalion Chief/Division Chief Kris Head recently completed the Executive Fire Officer 
Program at the National Fire Academy located in Maryland.  This is an intensive program where a small group 
of candidates is selected for the four year program.  The education is funded by FEMA at no cost to the City.  
Kris joins Mike Macey as two Laguna Beach Fire managers who have completed the Executive Fire Officer 
course. 
 
Coast Highway Resurfacing – Caltrans will be applying slurry seal to Coast Highway all next week. This 
work needs to be done during the day and will likely cause very significant traffic delays because the slurry seal 
takes several hours to cure before it can be driven on and access to and from adjacent streets will be completely 
blocked for long stretches of the highway. The work will be done from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
Bus Stop Upgrades – Over the past 12 month, Public Works staff have worked on upgrading the signage at our 
120 Mainline bus stops. The 20 year old signs and posts were replaced. Small display cassettes were added to 
each location so that a full bus schedule can be posted at each stop. The posted bus schedules will reduce the 
need to print as many schedules as was done in the past and will provide added convenience for new customers. 
 
Third Street Retaining Wall Replacement – Replacement of the retaining wall along the Third Street hill is 
proceeding on schedule and is expected to be completed by the end of November. The downhill side of the 
street is closed during construction from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The traffic impacts have not been significant 
except on Friday afternoons when increased traffic on Coast Highway and Glenneyre influences the ability of 
the diverted traffic to get around the project area. Construction will be ended earlier on Fridays to avoid traffic 
backups. 
 
Circle Way Stairs/Storm Drain/Lund Project – The Coastal Commission staff did not have sufficient time 
over the last year to prepare a full analysis of this project.  Therefore, we have the choice of withdrawing and 
resubmitting the application or having it go to the Commission with a negative staff report.  We have decided to 
withdraw and resubmit so that we can have a chance for a positive recommendation. 
 
Designation of Marine Reserves – The Blue Ribbon Committee did not make a decision on the South Coast 
Study region at its meeting yesterday.  Instead, they have set another session for November 10 at 9:30 a.m. 
somewhere in the LAX area to select a preferred alternative.  It is not clear that they will take any public 
testimony at that point.    Kevin Snow attended as the City’s official representative in uniform and summarized 
the City Council’s letter to the Task Force. 

 
 
 


