
MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: October 30, 2009 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: Kenneth Frank, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: FRIDAY UPDATES  
 
 
Victoria Beach Street Lights – The Council budgeted $25,000 to refurbish the street lights which are a unique, 
nostalgic standard which the City owns.  City crews have replaced about $10,000 worth of photo cells and parts.  
In November, we will have the poles painted for about $10,000. 
 
Laguna Terrace Mobile Home Park – This week, the Planning Commission considered the subdivision of the 
mobile home park and its acquisition by the residents.  Bombarded with legal opinions from the Coastal 
Commission, the owner of the mobile home park, and another firm that appears to be representing one of the 
Esslinger family members, the Planning Commission delayed any decision.  The City Attorney has provided a 
memorandum indicating that the Commission could proceed but in the interest of clarity, the Commission 
decided to wait and ask the City Attorney to review all of the legal arguments that have been presented on all 
sides. 
 
South Laguna Post Office – This week, we received the attached letter from the Postal Service indicating they 
will conduct a feasibility study and customer survey for the South Laguna Post Office.  This is the first step in 
the process that could lead to the closure of that station, particularly since the lease on the building expires next 
March. 
 
Sales Tax Revenue – We have finally reconciled the State sales tax data for the second quarter of calendar year 
2009.  Actual sales tax revenues dropped 14% from the previous year.  This is in line with the estimate 
contained in the adopted budget. 
 
St. Catherine’s School – I had an opportunity this week to tour the new school facilities.  It is an attractive, 
functional layout that may have some potential for cooperative efforts with the community.  The school is now 
in the process of completing the grass field and the sidewalk on Coast Highway. 
 
Juried Fine Art Exhibition Reception -- On Thursday, November 5, at 5:00 p.m., Mayor Kelly Boyd will 
announce the winners of the 2009 Juried Fine Art Exhibition. The exhibition at City Hall was adjudicated by 
Grace Kook-Anderson, curator at the Laguna Art Museum, who reviewed nearly 200 entries and selected 35 for 
exhibition. The first place winner will receive $1,000. The program has been funded by the lodging 
establishments and City of Laguna Beach. 
 
No Left Turns – A contractor working for the City is installing the signs to prohibit left turns on Coast 
Highway heading south at Anita, St. Ann’s and Brooks.  The Caltrans contractor just recently completed the 
signalization for a protected left turn from Coast Highway onto Nyes.  These changes were all requested by the 
City Council. 
 
Establishment of Laguna Bus System – In prepared for a meeting at OCTA, the staff has researched the 
history of Laguna Beach transit.  In 1970, the City purchased three buses and the rights to “Laguna’s transit” for 
$11,000. 
 
 



Coast Highway Resurfacing – Caltrans will be applying slurry seal to Coast Highway all next week. They had 
planned on doing it this week, but their schedule changed. This work needs to be done during the day and will 
likely cause very significant traffic delays because the slurry seal takes several hours to cure before it can be 
driven on and access to and from adjacent streets will be completely blocked for long stretches of the highway. 
The work will be done from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
Trick or Treating at the Community and Senior Center -- The Seniors hosted more than 250 children from 
Laguna Beach pre-schools  for Trick or Treating and costume parades at the Community and Senior Center. 
Costumed children went from room to room gathering toys and candy before they paraded around the outdoor 
plaza. This successful, first-time event was co-sponsored by the City, Laguna Beach Seniors, and Sally’s Fund. 
 
Security Gates-- The new security gates are being installed at the Community and Senior Center. The vehicle 
and pedestrian entrances will be secured when the Center is closed at night. 
 
Attachment 

 
 
 




