
MEMORANDUM 

 

DATE: December 18, 2009 

 

TO: City Council 

 

FROM: Kenneth Frank, City Manager 

 

SUBJECT: FRIDAY UPDATES  

 

Ocean Avenue Brewery --  On December 9, the Planning Commission conducted a one-year review of the 

Ocean Avenue Brewery.  The City’s Code Enforcement and Fire personnel each conducted unannounced visits 

and the Police Department prepared an analysis of calls for service for the last year.  Calls for service to the 

Brewery increased slightly from the prior year.  All of the minor condition deviations noted by staff have been 

corrected.  At the same time as the review, the Planning Commission considered a request by the owner of the 

Brewery to increase hours for alcohol service, entertainment and dancing.  The Planning Commission denied 

this request. 

 

Chevron Gas Station (604 South Coast Highway) --   A request was also  heard on December 9 by the 

Planning Commission to convert the existing building at the Chevron gas station located at the corner of South 

Coast Highway and Legion Street to a mini-market.  The applicant is requesting a variance to not provide the 

required number of parking spaces.  The Planning Commission continued the request to January 27
th

 to allow 

the applicant time to consider redesign options that would eliminate the need for the parking variance. 
 

Mission Hospital --  On December 10, the Design Review Board unanimously approved a modified color 

change for the hospital complex.  At the initial hearing on November 19, the majority of the Board asked that 

the primary color (white) be toned down a bit.  The representatives responded with a toned down shade of 

white, complemented by greater use of a darker taupe shade on various portions of the structures.  Several South 

Laguna residents spoke at both hearings. 

 

Further Hospital Update - The appeal period for the hospital signage program has passed and the approval is 

final.  The appeal period regarding the new color of the hospital ends December 24, 2009.  By the end of 

December, the hospital will submit an application for a Temporary Use Permit to relocate the MRI trailer from 

its current location at the main entrance to the hospital to the parking lot between the hospital and the west 

medical office building. 

 

Hedge Height Claim Appeal at 1473 Bluebird Canyon Road --  On December 10, the Design Review Board 

unanimously denied the appeal.  The initial hedge height claim was filed by the uphill neighbors, alleging view 

impacts.  An administrative hearing was held on October 21, 2009 with the City’s landscape consultant, and it 

was determined that the vegetation be lowered in height.  Councilmember Rollinger appealed the determination 

on behalf of the vegetation owner.  The Board found that the vegetation meets the definition of a “hedge” and 

should be kept trimmed as determined by staff, in order to maintain the appellant’s privacy while protecting the 

uphill neighbor’s view.  

 

Leaf Blower Enforcement – The Police Department has a form letter which is used to remind property 

owners that their gardeners may not use blowers.  This is in response to direction by the Council.  Also, we 

assigned a beach patrol officer to drive around town and try to find people using blowers illegally.  He also 

monitored the illegal parking of trailers and campers.  As a result, we have issued 67 citations in the past 12 

months for illegally operating leaf blowers in town.   

 

 

 



 

 

Closing of Coast Highway – As requested by the Council, the City staff talked to the contractor which was 

pulling fiber optic cable through newly installed conduit on Coast Highway.  At our request, the contractor 

voluntarily agreed to have no more lane closures until January.  They will be doing some overhead cable work 

this week, but it will not require lane closures. 

 

Cost of Failed Undergrounding Districts – We will be coming back to the Council in June to appropriate 

funds to close out the Canyon Acres assessment district.  The Council will need to appropriate funds for the 

engineering and design since the project has been terminated.  We checked to see how Newport Beach handled 

the termination of the undergrounding assessment district for Balboa Island.  In that case, at the start of the 

project, the city had already appropriated $450,000 for the engineering and that money will not be reimbursed 

by the property owners since the district failed to garner 50% support. 

 

Pay Phones – The world is changing too fast.  The latest change involves pay phones situated on City 

property, of which there are about ten. Verizon has sold its pay phone business to another private company 

which is now charging $900 per year for the privilege of having a pay phone on City property.  The City gets 

no remuneration; it just pays $900 so there can be a pay phone.  The City has pay phones at several beach 

ramps and at Heisler Park, Riddle Field, Alta Laguna Park, Bluebird Park, and Moulton Meadows Park.  Most 

of those phones get virtually no use during the course of the year.  Rather than try to come up with about 

$10,000 a year to pay for the pay phones, we are advising the company to remove them since virtually all calls 

are done by cell phones. 

 

Third Street Hill Retaining Wall Replacement – The replacement of the retaining wall along the Third Street 

hill was completed today. 

 

 

 

 


