
MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: August 19, 2010  
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Kenneth Frank, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: FRIDAY UPDATES            
 
Invasive Plants – We are starting to enforce the Municipal Code regarding invasive plants on private property.  
Our local landscape architect has donated time to identify key areas which need to be eradicated in Laguna 
Canyon and Bluebird Canyon.  The Fire Department Weed Abatement Coordinator will be contacting these 
property owners to work with them on eradicating the plants.  If the cost is too great, we will allow eradication 
over several years. 
 
Hedge Height Process – The City staff has prepared an agenda bill for the Planning Commission meeting on 
September 22 to discuss ways in which the hedge height process might be modified.  This issue should be to the 
Council before the end of the calendar year.   
 
Traffic Light at Emerald Bay – The Emerald Bay Association has recirculated the Mitigated Negative 
Declaration for a Caltrans permit to put a stop light at the main entrance to Emerald Bay.  The City staff has 
reviewed the document and believes the project is similar to the Association’s proposal more than a year ago.   
At that time, several concerned members of the Emerald Bay community approached the City Council to 
express their concerns with the installation of a stop light and the other provisions such as widening Coast 
Highway slightly, moving the entrance gate, etc.  The full Mitigated Negative Declaration is available on a disc 
in the City Council office.  However, the attached materials summarize the project.  I have included a letter 
from one of the neighbors who has concerns so that the Councilmembers can understand that point of view.  At 
this point, the City staff is taking no action on the proposed environmental documentation. 
 
Street Resurfacing – Preliminary resurfacing work consisting of asphalt patching, crack sealing and curb repair 
has been taking place over the last two weeks on streets in the Top of the World neighborhood and the area 
between Park Avenue and Thalia Street.  Beginning next week, streets in these two areas will be resurfaced with 
slurry seal.  Three weeks of resurfacing in these two areas will be followed by two weeks of resurfacing in the 
area between Downtown and Boat Canyon and three weeks of resurfacing in South Laguna. 
 
Food Waste Diversion Program – The Montage has received a second state-of-the-art food dehydrator as part 
of a regional program designed to divert food from the landfill and reduce the City’s carbon footprint.  The 
City, in partnership with Mission Viejo, Irvine and the unincorporated areas of Ladera Ranch and Las Flores, 
received a $400,000 grant from the County of Orange OC Waste & Recycling to provide for on-site food waste 
diversion with the assistance of Waste Management.  The Food-dehydration machine reduces food waste by 93 
percent by drying the food waste at 180 degrees for about 18 hours.  The output resembles coffee grounds and is 
used as fertilizer by the Montage.   
 
Creating Parking Places in South Laguna – On August 26, the DRB will be considering a Public Works plan 
to add paving along streets in the Coast Royale neighborhood.  Nine additional spaces would be created if 
approved by the Board.   
 
925 Oriole – This project is to replace the extremely large, highly visible building at this address which was 
destroyed during the Bluebird landslide.  The property owner is entitled to rebuild the property as it was before.  
The applicant come in with a 5,800 square foot home and the Board will need to determine whether the 
proposed residence is more in keeping with the character of the neighborhood than the prior residence which 
was destroyed by a disaster. 








