
MEMORANDUM 

 

DATE: September 8, 2011 

 

TO:  City Council 

 

FROM: John Pietig, City Manager 

 

SUBJECT: WEEKLY UPDATES           

 

2011 Juried Fine Art Competition - The Arts Commission is currently accepting entries to the 2011 Juried 

Fine Art Exhibition. The deadline for applications is Monday, September 12, 2011. The juror for the 

competition is Richard Chang, an artist and entertainment writer for The Orange County Register. The first 

place winner will receive $1,000 and will be announced at a reception at 5 p.m. on Thursday, November 3, 

2011. The exhibit will be on display at City Hall from October 18 through November 28, 2011. This program is 

funded by the lodging establishments and City of Laguna Beach. 
 

Artist Designed Bench Competition - At its meeting on Monday, September 12, 2011 the Arts Commission 

will hear presentations by the finalists for the 2011 Artist Designed Bench Competition. Artists Michael 

Graham and team of Gavin Heath and Larry Gill will present their designs at 5:30 p.m. in the City Council 

Chambers. This program is funded by the lodging establishments and City of Laguna Beach.  
 

September 11 Ceremony and Dedication - On Sunday, September 11, 2011, at 11:00 a.m., the City will hold 

a ceremony and dedicate the sculpture “Semper Memento” by artist Jorg Dubin. Created of two metal beam 

artifacts from the World Trade Center, the sculpture conveys a message of remembrance, reflection and respect. 

During the ceremony bagpipes will be played by David Lopez of the Laguna Beach Fire Department, Cameron 

MacLeod Gair, Nicholson Pipes and Drums and Josh Cooper Ft. Irwin Fire Department, and conclude with the 

national anthem sung by Laguna Beach High School  junior Haley Castuera.  
 

Hillcrest Drive Sidewalk - Construction of the new sidewalk on Hillcrest Drive between High Drive and 

Dolphin Way is substantially complete, although the handrail will not be installed until the end of this month.  
 

Summer Festival Transit Ridership - Ridership on the summer Festival trolleys this summer was up 20% 

over last summer. This summer there were 581,700 riders over the 60 day period. 
 

Oro Canyon Fuel Modification - Fuel modification is scheduled to begin in Oro Canyon the week of 

September 12
th

, 2011.  It is anticipated that the 150’ wide fuel modification zone will take hand crews 

approximately three months to complete. 
 

Animal Shelter Grand Reopening - On Friday September 9
th

 at 12:30 p.m., the Laguna Beach Animal Shelter 

will celebrate completion of the renovation of the shelter facility with a Grand Reopening and Ribbon Cutting 

ceremony hosted by Mayor Iseman, the City Council and Animals Services staff members. Please join us for 

the ceremony and a brief tour of the facility improvements. Please note that parking is limited. 
 

Annual Tree Trimming - The annual trimming of City trees will begin on September 12
th

 and will involve the 

following streets: Coast Highway, Forest Avenue, Ocean Avenue, Second Avenue, Third Avenue, and 

Glenneyre Street. The work will continue through October. 
 

Storm Drain Cleaning - City crews clean City drainage systems twice a year, typically in the Spring and Fall. 

Crews will spend the next eight weeks cleaning over 900 drain inlets and will clean over five miles of storm 

drain lines. 

# # # 


