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ARTS COMMISSION 
Monday, October 9, 2023 

Council Chambers 
505 Forest Avenue, Laguna Beach, CA 92651 

5:00 P.M. 
 

-   A G E N D A – 
1) Call to Order 
 

2) Approval of Minutes  
 

3) Chair's Announcements (Ballard)  
 

4) Commissioner, Council and Staff Communications  
 

5) Public Communications - To assist the Arts Commission in the timely completion of its business, speakers 
are asked to limit their presentation to three minutes or less.  

 

6)      Items for Discussion and Action: 
   

A. Art in Public Places - 1369 North Coast Highway – Discuss and approve the installation of the sculpture “Sea 
Breeze Symphony” by Rahul Jobalia to satisfy the Art in Public Places requirement of the Municipal Code. 
(Commissioner: Schwerner, Staff Wood.) 
 

B. Holiday Palette Competition– Discuss and select up to four designs or reject all entries. (Commissioner 
Kollenda, Staff: McGregor) 
 

 
7) Adjournment 

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons with a disability who require a disability-related modification or accommodation to 

participate in a meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, may request such modification or accommodation from the Arts Manager at 

949-497-0722 or email art@lagunabeachcity.net. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable 

arrangements to assure accessibility to the meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc: City Manager, City Clerk, Council Liaison Mayor Pro-Tem, Director Transit and Community Services 
 
Post through October 10, 2023     
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LAGUNA BEACH ARTS COMMISSION 

Regular Meeting 
Monday, September 25, 2023 

Council Chambers 
505 Forest Avenue, Laguna Beach, CA 92651 

5:00 p.m. 
 

Recap of Minutes 
PRESENT: Commissioners: Donna Ballard, Austin Barrow, Suzi Chauvel, Michael Ervin, Pat Kollenda, Michael Ray, 

Adam Schwerner, and Carl Smith. 
STAFF: Sian Poeschl, Cultural Arts Manager, Michael McGregor, Arts Program Coordinator, Karen Wood, Public 

Art Coordinator, Michael Litschi, Director of Transit and Community Services. 
COUNCIL: Mayor Pro-Tem Sue Kempf 
 

1) Donna Ballard called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.   
 
2) The minutes of the September 11, 2023, meeting were approved as presented. M/S Kollenda/Chauvel. 

 
3) Chair’s Announcements: None. 

 
4) Commissioner and Staff Communications: Pat Kollenda congratulated Staff Poeschl on 26 years of employment 

with the City. Staff Wood noted attending the fallen officer memorial service. Staff McGregor noted a successful 
Sunset Serenades concert on September 22, 2023, and the Juried Fine Art exhibition had been installed at City 
Hall. Staff Poeschl noted the joint City Council and Arts Commission meeting would be rescheduled to February 
27, 2024. Staff noted that the meeting on October 23 had been cancelled due to lack of agenda items. Staff noted 
artist Beau Stanton would begin his installation of “Coalescence” at the flood channel walkway on October 2, 
2023. Staff noted Pacific Symphony had been promoting their concert at Heisler Park on October 6, 2023. Staff 
Poeschl thanked Staff McGregor and Wood for their work coordinating concerts and public art restorations. 
Mayor Pro-Tem Kempf commended the mural “Super Natural Bloom” by DABSMYLA. 

 

5) Public Communications:  None. 
 

6) Items for Discussion and Action: 
 

A) Art in Public Places – 1369 North Coast Highway – Property representative Neel Desai described the proposal, 
presented visual samples, and introduced artist Rahul Jhobalia. Mr. Jhobalia described the proposed sculpture 
materials of ribboned stainless steel. Donna Ballard noted rust and maintenance issues with a recent City public 
artwork originally made of the same material. Pat Kollenda requested actual material samples. The Commission 
requested the artist return with a defined singular proposal instead of a general concept. The item was continued. 
 

B) Youth Art Advisory Board – Staff McGregor presented the statements of interest and relevant experience of the 
Youth Art Advisory Board applicants. A motion was made to appoint Hannah Miller, Charley Jerabek, and Luci Pina 
to the Youth Art Advisory Board. M/S Kollenda/Ervin. Yeas: Ballard, Barrow, Chauvel, Ervin, Kollenda, Schwerner, 
Smith. Noes: None. 

 

7) Adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 
 

 
cc:       City Manager, City Clerk, Mayor Pro-Tem Kempf, Director of Transit and Community Services 
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City of Laguna Beach 

Cultural Arts Department 

Staff Report 

 
To:   Arts Commission 

From:   Karen Wood, Public Arts Coordinator 

Agenda Item:  6A 

Title:   1369 North Coast Highway Art in Public Places Application 

 

 

Overview 

The property located at 1369 North Coast Highway is a new commercial and industrial building being developed by TLB 

LLC who have elected to install artwork to satisfy the Municipal Code requirement of Chapter 1.09 Art -in Public Places. 

(LINK to the Municipal Code) 

 

Summary of the Matter 

The artwork entitled “Sea Breeze Symphony” is a sculpture consisting of multiple interwoven two-inch stainless-steel 

ribbons primed and spray painted with metallic paint. The sculpture by artist Rahul Jobalia will measure 5 feet in height by 

7 feet 4 inches in width by 6 inches in depth, mounted 12 inches from the ground on an exterior cement wall facing North 

Coast Highway. The sculpture will have a 2-inch top and bottom anchoring system made of galvanized stainless steel with 

additional anchoring into the wall. The sculpture will be finished in turquoise, orange, and steel patina, with a gloss finish.  

Each of these three ribbons represents a different aspect of Laguna Beach’s character as described in the application. The 

sculpture will be lit by existing LED lighting. Maintenance will be facilitated by the property owner and is anticipated to be 

cleaning and refreshing the paint every 5-7 years as needed.  

Update 

Neel Desai and Rahul Jobalia, Artist, presented the proposal to the Arts Commission on September 25, 2023. The matter 

was continued. The Arts Commission asked the applicant to return with a representative small-scale model in the 

proposed materials and requested additional details of past similar work by the artist. The September 29, 2023 

submission herein includes more detailed information of the proposed installation, but not the artist’s previous works. 

The updated application proposes a single metallic color rather than the three colors previously noted.  Mr. Desai 

indicated they will bring the model with them to present and answer remaining questions at the October 9, 2023 Arts 

Commission meeting.  

Recommendation: 

It is recommended that the Arts Commission hear the updated presentation and consider the application.  

https://library.qcode.us/lib/laguna_beach_ca/pub/municipal_code/item/title_1-chapter_1_09?view=all
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City of Laguna Beach 

Cultural Arts Department 

Staff Report 

 
To:   Arts Commission 

From:   Michael McGregor, Arts Program Coordinator 

Meeting Date:  October 9, 2023 

Agenda Item:  6B 

Title:   Holiday Palette Competition  

Location:  Laguna Beach, CA 

 

Overview 

The Holiday Palette Competition is open to artists who reside, work, or exhibit in Laguna Beach and are 18 years and 

older. The painted original artworks adorn lampposts throughout the city during the winter holiday season. Design 

submissions for the competition were received through October 2, 2023. The Arts Commission has the materials and 

budget for the selection of up to four (4) designs. Completed palette designs become property of the City of Laguna Beach 

and are displayed when and where the City desires for up to 7 years or based on its condition. 

 

 

Summary of the Matter 

Design submissions for the 2023 competition can be viewed here: 

https://www.lagunabeachcity.net/home/showdocument?id=16704&t=638319410679591413 

 

The sub-committee has reviewed the submitted palette designs and may provide an oral recommendation. The Arts 

Commission will review the submitted designs and may select up to four (4) winning designs to be turned into full-scale 3’ 

x 4’ palettes. Selected works should be high quality, original designs. The Commission may decide not to select any 

submissions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.lagunabeachcity.net/home/showdocument?id=16704&t=638319410679591413

