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ARTS COMMISSION 
Monday, July 22, 2024 

Council Chambers 
505 Forest Avenue, Laguna Beach, CA 92651 

5:00 P.M. 
 

-   A G E N D A – 
1) Call to Order  
 
2)         Approval of Minutes 
 
3) Chair's Announcements (Ballard)  
 
4) Commissioner, Council and Staff Communications  
 
5) Public Communications - To assist the Arts Commission in the timely completion of its business, speakers 

are asked to limit their presentation to three minutes or less.  
 
6)      Items for Discussion and Action: 
 

A. Laguna Art Museum – 2024 Art and Nature – Discuss and approve the temporary installation of “Ocean Ions” 
by Christian Sampson on November 7 through 11, 2024. (Commissioner: Ballard, Staff: Poeschl/Wood) 
 

B. Activation of Public Art Mural “Super Natural Bloom” by DabsMyla– Discuss and approve an activation proposal 
by Jodie Gates. (Commissioner: Schwerner, Staff: Poeschl/Wood) 

 
C. Promenade on Forest Temporary Installation – Discuss, approve or deny proposals for an installation at the 

stage at the promenade. Presentations by artists Sara Dehghan and Amy Rose Hammond.  (Commissioner: 
Ballard, Staff: McGregor) 

 
D. 2024 Juried Fine Art Competition – Discuss and select juror for the competition. (Commissioner: Ervin, Staff 

McGregor) 
 
 
7) Adjournment 

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons with a disability who require a disability-related 

modification or accommodation to participate in a meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, may request such 

modification or accommodation from the Arts Manager at 949-497-0722 or email art@lagunabeachcity.net. 

Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to assure 

accessibility to the meeting. 

 
 
 
cc: City Manager, City Clerk, Council Liaison Mayor, Director Transit and Community Services 
 
Post through July 23, 2024 
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LAGUNA BEACH ARTS COMMISSION 

Regular Meeting 
Monday July 8, 2024 

Council Chambers 
505 Forest Avenue, Laguna Beach, CA  92651 

5:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: Commissioners:  Donna Ballard, Suzi Chauvel, Michael Ervin, Pat Kollenda, Adam Schwerner, and Carl Smith. 
ABSENT: Commissioners: Austin Barrow and Michael Ray. 
STAFF: Sian Poeschl, Cultural Arts Manager, Mike McGregor, Arts Program Coordinator, Karen Wood, Public Art 

Coordinator, Elizabeth Fraijo, Administrative Assistant, Thomas Perez, Assistant Director of Public Works.  
 

1) Donna Ballard called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 

2) The minutes of the May 13, 2024 Regular Meeting we approved as presented.  M/S: Kollenda/Ervin 
 

3) Chair’s Announcements: Donna Ballard invited the public to the temporary public art dedication of “Attempted 
Murder” by Jack Champion on Friday, July 12, 2024, at 4 p.m. on the lawn of City Hall.  

 

4) Commissioner and Staff Communications:  Carl Smith and Staff Wood commented on the recent Music in the 
Park.  Staff McGregor commented on the Music in the Park concert on July 7, 2024, noting strong attendance.  
He added that on July 14. 2024 the Latin-music band TABU will be performing.  Staff Poeschl noted the Artist 
Review Panel will meet on July 25, 2024.  She stated an item is on the City Council’s Agenda on July 9, 2024, 
regarding the introduction and first reading of an ordinance amending the Municipal Code to streamline Artist 
Occupancy Permit applications and determine the Ordinance to be CEQA exempt. Staff Poeschl introduced 
temporary Administrative Assistant Elizabeth Fraijo to the Commission. 

 
5) Public Communications: Resident Jorg Dubin suggested the addition of a mural be installed on the arched 

concrete wall areas of the parking structure located on Glenneyre Street. 
 

6) Items for Discussion and Action: 
 

A.  Election of Officers - The Commission discussed the election of Commissioners to serve a one-year term 
as Chair, Vice Chair, and Treasurer.  A motion was made that the Commissioners remain in their respective 
offices for another year, namely:  Chair Donna Ballard, Vice-Chair Adam Schwerner, and Treasurer Michael 
Ervin.     Motion: Ervin.  Second: Kollenda.  Yeas: Ballard, Chauvel, Ervin, Kollenda, Schwerner, Smith.   Noes:  
None. 
 

B. Art in Public Places – 1555 South Coast Highway - Staff Wood presented an application for a new public art 
installation titled “Bombora” by Jorg Dubin to be installed at 1555 South Coast Highway to satisfy the Art 
in Public Places requirement for the property renovation.  The sculpture will replace the defunct fountain 
by artist DeWain Valentine.  Staff Wood and artist Jorg Dubin provided details on the new art piece and the 
installation process.  Commissioner Schwerner raised concerns that the artwork could possibly be 
scratched by small loose rocks surrounding the artwork.  It was determined no stones will surround the 
artwork, which will be bolted down to a permanent foundation.  A motion was made to recommend that  
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the City Council approve the installation “Bombora” by Jorg Dubin to satisfy the Art in Public Places 
requirement for the renovation of the Surf and Sand at 1555 South Coast Highway.        Motion: Kollenda.   
Second: Ervin   Yeas: Ballard, Chauvel, Ervin, Kollenda, Schwerner, Smith.   Noes:  None.    Staff Poeschl 
stated the item will go to the City Council for approval. 

 

C. Main Beach Renovation – Thomas Perez, Assistant Director of Public Works, presented the staff report on 
the item regarding removal of two existing bike racks at Main Beach and replacing them with eight circular 
stainless steel bicycle racks.  The original project was approved with the condition that the Public Works 
Department presents a request for artist-designed racks to the Arts Commission for their consideration.  
Discussion ensued regarding the design of the alternate racks and high cost.  A motion was made to instruct 
the Public Works Department proceed with the installation of the bicycle racks at Main Beach in accordance 
with their original design as described and recommended the required Art in Public Places funds of $13,125 
be allocated to the Art-in-Lieu Fund for a future project.  Motion: Schwerner.  Second: Kollenda.  Yeas: 
Ballard, Chauvel, Ervin, Kollenda, Schwerner, Smith.   Noes:  None 

 

D. Sub-Committee Assignments – Staff Poeschl provided a list of the established Arts Commission sub-
committees, their members, and staff liaisons.  Discussion ensued regarding the current list and possible 
elimination of some sub-committees that are no longer required or useful.  A motion was made to approve 
the following actions:  1) Eliminate the Artist Review Panel, the Implementation Plan, and the Youth 
Advisory Sub-Committees; and, 2) Approve the Banner and Palette, Budget, Exhibitions at City Hall, 
Innovation Grants, Performing Arts, Laguna Beach Arts Alliance, and Public Art Sub-Committees as 
presented for the FY2024-2025   Motion: Kollenda  Second: Ervin  Yeas: Ballard, Barrow, Chauvel, Ervin, 
Kollenda, Schwerner, Smith.   Noes:  None 

 

7) Meeting adjourned at 5:37 p.m. 
 
cc: City Manager, City Clerk, Mayor Kempf, Director of Transit and Community Services 
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City of Laguna Beach 

Cultural Arts Department 

Staff Report 

 

To:   Arts Commission 

From:   Sian Poeschl, Cultural Arts Manager 

Agenda Item:  A 

Title:   Laguna Art Museum 2024 Art in Nature 

Location:  Main Beach and Heisler Park 

 

Overview 

 

The Laguna Art Museum (Museum) has been presenting “Art In Nature” since 2012 with temporary art installations at Main 

Beach Park. This year the Museum is proposing a sculpture installation by Christian Sampson titled “Ocean Ions”. Mr. 

Sampson is a multidisciplinary artist whose work hovers between painting and sculpture. He creates layered installations of 

acrylic with a dichroic coating on sculptures which result in “solar paintings” and evoke a multisensory experience. Having 

earned an MFA from Hunter College, NYC, his works have been exhibited at the Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris, FR, the 

Museum of Fine Arts, St. Petersburg, FL, and The Turn Gallery, NYC, among many others. He lives and works in Los Angeles 

and Sarasota, Florida.  

 

The installation will consist of five sculptures, each a grouping four or five circular intersecting disks or rectangular 

intersecting squares ranging in size from 2’x2’ to 3’x3’ in diameter for a total of 8’ in diameter per site. They are made from 

Solyx colored acrylic transparent films on Optix plexiglass. They will be installed and de-installed daily from November 7 

through November 11, 2024 by Museum staff and overseen each day by volunteer docents. The exact placements are noted 

in the included proposal: three in Heisler Park and two on the sand at Main Beach. If needed, the sculptures will be secured 

in the sand with garden stakes or set on mounting stands in the Heisler Park grass areas.  

 

There is a proposed public Dance Concert from 4pm to 4:30 on Saturday, November 9, 2024, on Main Beach with two 

acoustic musicians (flute and harmonium). A rehearsal will take place on October 30, 2024 on the beach (north of Main 

Beach underneath the Gazebo area), with beach access needed from 2:30pm to 7pm. The dance company, The Votive 

Collective, will provide six to eight dancers for the performance. The Museum will obtain a film permit to film the 

performance via a licensed drone operator.   

 

The Cultural Arts Department is working with the Museum and several City Departments on behalf of the Museum to assist 

with planning and communication including Public Works, Marine Safety, Community Development, and the 

Communications Departments. The Museum will be in contact with Marine Safety regarding weather conditions and shifting 

sand in the weeks prior to the installation. The required insurance has been provided for the City by the Museum, who will 

also apply for a Temporary Use Permit for the installations.  

 

Recommendation: 

 

The Public Art Sub-Committee consisting of Commissioners Adam Schwerner, Donna Ballard and Pat Kollenda has reviewed 

the application and is recommending approval as presented. The action required is for the Arts Commission to recommend 

the City Council approve the proposal submitted by the Laguna Art Museum for the temporary installation of “Ocean Ions” 

by Christian Sampson from November 7 through 11, 2024 to include a dance performance on November 11, 2024 at Main 

Beach and Heisler Parks.  
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City of Laguna Beach 

Cultural Arts Department 

Staff Report 

 

To:   Arts Commission 

From:   Sian Poeschl, Cultural Arts Manager 

Agenda Item:  B 

Title:   Activation of Public Art Mural “Super Natural Bloom” by Dabsmyla 

Location:  Alta Laguna Park, 3300 Alta Laguna Blvd. 

 

Overview 

 

The Art Commission approved the installation of the Public Art Mural “Super Natural Bloom” by Dabsmyla in Alta Laguna 

Park which was installed in August 2023. The mural is located on a block wall in front of the baseball diamond and across 

from the pickle ball courts (photo below). An activation at the site of the mural is proposed as an outreach activity to invite 

the public to view the art for the first time and/or from a new perspective, and as a form of documentation. The proposed 

activation is a dance performance choreographed by Jodie Gates.  

 

The dance will be a duet of three to five minutes in length. It will be performed twice; the first to be videotaped for viewing 

on the city’s website, followed by an afternoon performance free to the public.  Jodie Gates will incorporate the live audio 

landscape of pickle ball, families and children laughing, baseball, tennis, dogs, etc., as the background of a playful and joyful 

duet between three and five minutes long. In post-production, this background will be mixed to music for the video. One 

public performance and one video will be produced as part of the proposed project.  

 

The dance will be rehearsed in an available studio at the City Community Center between September 14-22, 2024 and will 

be performed on a date mutually agreed upon in September or October, 2024. The budget for the activation will be $5,000. 

  

 

Recommendation: 

The Public Art Sub-Committee consisting of Commissioners Adam Schwerner, Donna Ballard and Pat Kollenda has reviewed 

the application and is recommending approval as presented.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

City of Laguna Beach 

Cultural Arts Department 

Staff Report 

 

To:   Arts Commission 

Meeting Date:  July 22, 2024 

Agenda Item:  C 

Title:   Promenade of Forest Temporary Installation 

Location:  295 Forest Avenue, Laguna Beach 

 

Overview 

 

The Stage on Forest is located at the corner of Forest Avenue and Glenneyre Street, a retail area with numerous restaurants 

and boutique businesses located near Main Beach. The stage is utilized for live music performances on Friday, Saturday, 

and Sunday evenings. The City issued a call for artists to design a temporary art installation or mural with the theme of 

“Marine Sanctuary” to occupy the Stage on Forest for up to three months or based on condition, with an honorarium of 

$5,000. 

 

Summary of the Matter 

Three finalists were invited to present concepts to the Arts Commission on April 22, 2024. The Commission selected the 

proposal by Brooks Atwood for an interactive digital stage floor. Cultural Arts staff met with the artist on site to review 

details of the installation. Mr. Atwood proposed changes to address the concerns of staff and the artist, which included 

safety, electricity usage, outdoor storage of computer components, and disability access. The proposed revisions were 

presented to the sub-committee, which deemed the changes significant enough to warrant reopening of the selection 

process, allowing the other finalists to revise and present their new proposals to the Arts Commission, as well. 

Artists were given a deadline of July 1, 2024, to submit revised proposals for consideration. Artist finalists Sara Dehghan and 

Amy Rose Hammond submitted revised proposals. Mr. Atwood declined to pursue the project further.  

Recommendation 

It is recommended the Arts Commission hear the presentations from artists Sara Dehghan and Amy Rose Hammond and 

select a proposal for installation or deny all proposals and conclude the opportunity. The Commission should also direct 

staff to establish an exhibition period of up to three months with respect to the fabrication and installation timeline of the 

work and the durability of installation materials.  

 

 

 

 

Attached: Revised design proposals for the Stage on Forest Temporary Installation 

 



 

 

1. Sara Dehghan 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

2. Amy Rose Hammond 

 



 

 

City of Laguna Beach 
Cultural Arts Department 

Staff Report 

To:    Arts Commission 
From:    Mike McGregor, Arts Program Coordinator 
Agenda Item:   D 
Title:    2024 Juried Fine Art Competition 
Location:   City Hall, 505 Forest Avenue  

 

Overview 

 

The City of Laguna Beach Juried Fine Art Exhibition is currently in its 18th year. The program is open to artists, ages 18 or 

older who reside in Orange County, CA. Artwork submissions are made online through lagunbeachcity.slideroom.com The 

exhibit will be installed at City Hall on September 21, 2024, and remain through November 15, 2024, open to the public 

during regular City Hall business hours. The exhibition is curated and juried by a reputable individual appointed by the Arts 

Commission with a professional background in the arts or art curation. 

Summary of the Matter 

 

The competition guidelines reflect the scheduled dates for the 2024 entry deadline, exhibition and return of artwork. 

Accepted artwork will be received outside in front of City Hall. Staff contacted regional artists, galleries, and museums 

seeking potential jurors. The following qualified individuals have expressed interest and availability in serving as juror for 

the 2024 exhibition: 

 

Alla Bartoshchuk FoA Exhibitor; Painter; Arts educator http://alladreamsart.com/about  

Paul Loya Deputy Director of Exhibitions & Collections 
at Long Beach Museum of Art 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/paul-
loya-114281279/  

Jeffrey Rovner FoA Board of Directors; FoA Exhibitor; 
Photographer 

https://www.jeffrovner.com/about  

 

 

Recommendation 

 

It is recommended that the Arts Commission take the following actions: 1) Select and approve a juror for the exhibition; 2) 

Approve the 2024 Juried Fine Art Guidelines as presented; and 3) Approve the guidelines for Juried Fine Art Exhibition 

dates for 2025 through 2027. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attached: 2024 Juried Fine Art Guidelines 

  2025-27 Exhibition Dates 

  

http://alladreamsart.com/about
https://www.linkedin.com/in/paul-loya-114281279/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/paul-loya-114281279/
https://www.jeffrovner.com/about


 

 

 
City of Laguna Beach 

2024 Juried Fine Art Exhibition 
City Hall, 505 Forest Avenue, Laguna Beach 

 
Honorarium:  
1st Place $1,200; 2nd Place $600; and 3rd Place $300 
 
Eligibility:  Open to all Orange County artists 18 years of age or older. Work must be original and executed within the past 
two (2) years. Work must not have been previously exhibited at City Hall. Entry in this exhibit establishes an agreement 
on the part of the artist to all conditions listed in the prospectus. City employees, including those compensated for City 
Council, Board or Commission positions, are not eligible to apply. 
 
Media: Two-dimensional art works measuring no more than 36” x 36” framed. 
 
Entry Fee: A non-refundable entry fee of $25 for up to three (3) entries. 
 
Important Dates:  
September 2, 2024 Deadline to submit images to https://lagunabeachcity.slideroom.com 

September 10, 2024 Notification e-mailed to all entrants. 

September 21, 2024 Deliver selected artwork to City Hall between 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. 

November 7, 2024 Reception and Awards Announcement between 6:00 and 7:00 p.m. 

November 15, 2024 Artwork pick-up between 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
 
Exhibition Dates: September 21 – November 15, 2022  
 
Juror: TBA 
 

Entry Procedures: Submit up to three (3) pieces by registering and uploading images at 

https://lagunabeachcity.slideroom.com. Payments made on a secure server with any major credit card.  

 
Condition of Entries: All work must be completely dry, framed, wired and ready for hanging, or otherwise suitably 
prepared for exhibition. Sawtooth hangers will not be accepted (see hanging guidelines.) The City of Laguna Beach Cultural 
Arts Department, Arts Commission and appointed exhibition juror(s) retain the right to reject any submissions that do not 
fit the guidelines and/or the spirit of the exhibition or that may be deemed inappropriate. 
 
Contact:  
Michael McGregor, Arts Program Coordinator, (949) 497-0743 or mmcgregor@lagunabeachcity.net 

 

This program is funded by the lodging establishments and City of Laguna Beach. 

 

 

https://lagunabeachcity.slideroom.com/
https://lagunabeachcity.slideroom.com/
mailto:mmcgregor@lagunabeachcity.net


 

 

Hanging Guidelines 

 
  



 

 

2025-27 Juried Fine Art Exhibition Dates 
 
2025 Exhibition Dates:  
September 1, 2025 Deadline to submit images to https://lagunabeachcity.slideroom.com 

September 10, 2025 Notification e-mailed to all entrants. 

September 20, 2025 Deliver selected artwork to City Hall between 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. 

November 6, 2025 Reception and Awards Announcement between 6:00 and 7:00 p.m. 

November 14, 2025 Artwork pick-up between 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

2026 Exhibition Dates:  
August 31, 2026 Deadline to submit images to https://lagunabeachcity.slideroom.com 

September 9, 2026 Notification e-mailed to all entrants. 

September 19, 2026 Deliver selected artwork to City Hall between 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. 

November 5, 2026 Reception and Awards Announcement between 6:00 and 7:00 p.m. 

November 13, 2026 Artwork pick-up between 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

2027 Exhibition Dates:  
August 30, 2027 Deadline to submit images to https://lagunabeachcity.slideroom.com 

September 8, 2027 Notification e-mailed to all entrants. 

September 18, 2027 Deliver selected artwork to City Hall between 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. 

November 4, 2027 Reception and Awards Announcement between 6:00 and 7:00 p.m. 

November 12, 2027 Artwork pick-up between 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

https://lagunabeachcity.slideroom.com/
https://lagunabeachcity.slideroom.com/
https://lagunabeachcity.slideroom.com/

