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Laguna Beach Police Department

Animal Services

505 Forest Ave. Laguna Beach, CA 92651 (949) 497-0701
Bite / Scratch Report and Animal Quarantine Information

This informational handout is designed to help answer any questions or concerns regarding animal bites, bite / scratch reports, and rabies quarantines.

Why report animal bites and scratches?

A bite / scratch report and quarantine is a measure taken strictly for health and safety reasons.  It is important that health officials know exactly where an animal involved in a bite is at all times during the quarantine period.  The entire process is designed for health and safety of the animal, the victim and the community at large.  Local health officials who keep track of rabies risk factors in your area use information from these reports.  Statistics from these reports are also used by state, federal and worldwide health organizations to monitor the spread of this disease. 

What kind of incident should be reported?

Any incident that involves an animal bite or scratch that breaks the skin of a human for any reason should be reported.  Even accidental bites inflicted during play should be reported.  Incidences in which a domestic pet is involved in an altercation with a wild animal should also be reported to Animal Services.

Failure to report an animal bit is a crime!

H&S 121705 Concealing Information

Any person who willfully conceals information about the location or ownership of an animal subject to rabies, that has bitten or otherwise exposed a person to rabies, with the intent to prevent the quarantine or isolation of that animal by the local health officer is guilty of a misdemeanor.  [Enacted 1984, amended 1995]

What this means to you? 

When your pet is involved in a bite or scratch that breaks the skin of a human, or is involved in an altercation with a wild animal, animal services will come to your home and take a report documenting the details of the incident.  He or she will also place your pet under quarantine. 

About the quarantine

· A rabies quarantine ordinarily lasts 10 days though under certain circumstances a 30-day quarantine may be necessary.

· In most cases the quarantine may be served at the home, however measures must be taken by the pet owner to isolate the pet from exposure to all humans and animals not already exposed.

· Violation of a rabies quarantine is a misdemeanor in the state of California and carries with it heavy fines and / or imprisonment.

H&S 121710 Failure to Quarantine or Produce Animal

Any person who, after notice, violates any order of the local health officer concerning the isolation or quarantine of an animal of a species subject to rabies, that has bitten or otherwise exposed a person to rabies or who, after that order, fails to produce the animal upon demand of the local health officer, is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable imprisonment in the county jail for a period not to exceed one year, or by fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100), nor more than one thousand dollars ($1000) per day of violation, or by both fine and imprisonment,  [Enacted 1984, amended 1995].

Can I have my pet tested for rabies?

The only way rabies can positively diagnosed is through the testing of actual brain tissue.  This is why a diagnosis of rabies can only be confirmed after death.

A quarantine is not a punishment

The only time a bite report counts “against” your dog is when animal services notices that it is part of a pattern of behavior that threatens the safety of the public.  

Facts about Rabies

What is rabies?

Rabies is one of the oldest and deadliest virus’s known to man and continues to be a major health issue throughout the world.  Though rabies has a low morbidity rate, meaning it is not easily contracted, it has a high mortality rate.  100% of those that contract the disease will die.  This is why state, county and local health departments and animal control agencies take reports of animal bites so seriously.  Rabies is caused by a virus that is usually contracted through the saliva of an infected animal.  The virus travels along the nerve endings until it reaches the brain and central nervous system (CNS) where it begins to replicate.  Some of the early symptoms of rabies include headache, fever and irritability.  As the disease rapidly progresses, muscle pain, excessive salivation and vomiting, occur and sensitivity to sound and light develop.  Soon, extremely painful muscle spasms make it difficult, if not impossible to swallow.  As there is no effective treatment for rabies once symptoms develop death occurs in all who contract the disease.

What kind of animals can get rabies?

Strictly speaking, any mammal may contract rabies.  Locally, bats are the most common carriers, though it may also be seen in coyotes, foxes, raccoons and skunks.  Although dogs are the most common domesticated carrier of rabies through out the world, here in the United States it is seen more often in cats.  Rabies occurs in every state in the union except Hawaii.  Here in Orange County between 8 and 10 cases are reported annually, usually in wildlife.  In California, between January 1 and December 31 of 2001, there were 321 laboratory confirmed cases of rabies in animals. Wildlife accounted for close to 99% of the rabid animals. Bats accounted for 52 percent of the rabid animals in California during 2001

Rabies in humans.

Worldwide, the number of human rabies deaths as reported by the World Health Organization is estimated to be between 35,000 and 50,000 annually. 

Mexico, Southern California’s closest neighbor, recorded 51 human deaths between 1997 and 2000 as reported by the Pan American Health Association.

Between 1980 and 2002, 46 people in the United States died of rabies. None of the people received complete post exposure treatment prior to the onset of clinical disease. Of the 46 human cases, 63 percent were associated with rabies virus variants found in bats. 

More people died of rabies in California (10) than any other state and most cases were diagnosed after death. It is likely that human rabies is under reported in the United States, as there is little to distinguish rabies from other forms of viral encephalitis. 

Prophylactic post exposure treatment, if implemented properly prior to the onset of symptoms has nearly a 100% success rate.  

While 10 California rabies related fatalities in 22 years might seem like a low number, when compared to Mexico’s 51 human deaths in a three-year span, the effectiveness of the rabies quarantine system becomes apparent.

If you have any questions please contact Laguna Beach Animal Services at (949) 497-0701, press 0

